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LYNNE!   Congrats on getting the big degree!  That SO rocks.  You rock! Your hard work is paying off.  Best of luck on your post-degree endeavors!  Love,  Kirsten

Faster, Pussycat!  P! h! D! Biovarla Goes Supernova ...  C
ongratulations, Lynne & Robby!  Love, Dana Burgy-Gautschi.     

P.S. Make careful note, Twin MiniVargs. Your upbringing grants you super powers in addition to other, more subtle advantage.

Lynne, I am so proud of your tremendous accomplishment.  Sybil would have been also; she knew you would succeed.   Love, Uncle Clyde

Dearest Lynne, This is a day you’ll never forget the rest of your  life---when you are on top of the whole world, it seems.  Congratulations, Dr. Sampson. How sweet that sounds. Plus,  you are now a bona fide Tar Heel like the rest of your family and most of your extended family.   With much love, Mama Varg

Yea! Two words: YOU ROCK!!!!!! Congrats 

on a huge accomplishment! Dr. Lynne is on the 

map!  
Love, Amy! (Furtado)

Hey Dr. Lynne - I don’t think any of this would have been possible without my assistance in Mrs. Anderson’s Spanish class during spring of 1984.  !Felicidades! You Go Girl!!!!  Daniel “F” Guevara

Congratulations to Lynne— It may not be the longest PhD pursuit on record but it must seem like it to you all. I didn’t reply last year to your wonderful news about the children, so you 

should know I am happy for you all.  Blair Pollock

Knowledge, they say, is an unending adventure on the edge of uncertainty. Congrats Lynne. Now you’re getting the certificate, keep the adventure going. Best regards  - Steve Maister, Johannesburg, South Africa.

Lynne, It
 m

ust b
e lik

e emerging fro
m a dreamsta

te -- 
cracking open your c

ocoon, and disc
overing you have wings...

 

Congratulatio
ns, a

nd m
uch lo

ve to
 you... 

     
 ~~ Gautch

Lynne, when I first m
et you, you were simply the lovely rubber bitch with tubing in your hair.  

Now, you are the ever stunning Dr. R
ubber Bitch! I am so proud 

of you.  Y
ou are truly an amazing woman and I’ve been so blessed to have you in my life

!  I lo
ve you, Kitty

Congratulations! A
ll y

our hard work is going to pay off. W
e are proud of you. 

Love, C
harlotte & Greg

Congratulatio
ns, D

r. L
ynne!  T

o commemorate th
e occasio

n, I 
will 

NOT play my guita
r and sin

g; I 
will 

leave 

that to
 your proud husband. 

Bria
n Philli

ps

Lynne,  S
o nice to

 know th
ere are so

me brains in
 th

e fa
mily

! 
Love, Jo

hn and Jo
an

From
 one Type A

 to another:  

W
ay to go girlene! I’m

 proud 

to call you a sister of the hood!   

love ya, D
r. M

el

Dear Lynne, I think of you guys so often, And you are a truly remarkable woman, and I know you are an amazing mom.  All my love and support to someone who continues to accomplish so much......

and of course CONGRATULATIONS on your PhD!!!!!!!  Love, Amanda Cooper

Yeah Lynne, Strong work! I am so very proud of you for persevering through all the low points of graduate school and getting to the finish line. It is truly deserved and you now have a title that can never be 

taken away. You Rock! Congratulations from myself and know that somewhere out there Becca is whooping it up for you as well.   Jeff Baker

Dr. Lynne: Congratulations on having another baby! I am so impressed. I am sure this incredible feat is worth all your hard work, focus, and 

dedication. Gretchen and Desmond will be so proud of Dr. Mom.  --Katrina

Great, Now we gotta call you “Doctor” Lynne all the time!  Good work, doc!  --Crispy & Judy

Congratulations Dr. Lynne, I wish you all the best!  You rock!  Big hug, Marie O’Neill

Congratulations Lynne!  We are proud of you!  Love Philip, Linda, Eva, Toby

Who says you can’t have it all...Congratulations!!  love, Becca

Congratulations! I always new you would graduate before Desm
ond and Gretchen. 

Craig

W
ay to go Lynne! You inspire us! 

W
ith love, Sarah and A

ndy Lofton

Congratulations, Dr. Lynne!! Enjoy the new journeys ahead. Take care, 
Trang.
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Lynne – oh, wait, that’s DOCTOR Lynne Sampson, aka Dr. Biovarg....  Congratulations and so much happiness to you!!!!  What a great accomplishment.  You’re superwoman – and you have 

adorable kids, too.   We love you.  Now go save the world.  Laura, Paul, and Joan, the NM McNamara Clan

CONGRATULATIONS, Lynne! You amaze and inspire. Twins AND a dissertation? What’s next?? At the very least, I hope a lovely vacation (with extensive childcare included). So happy for 

you, Dr. Sampson, for completing your PhD  -- love, Nancy (Foley)

AN ENTIRE MOUNTAIN RANGE OF CONGRATULATIONS! IF YOU CAN FINISH A PHD WITH TWINS IMAGINE WHAT YOU COULD HAVE DONE WITH TRIPLETS!  

MUCH LOVE FROM RENNIE AND BRETT.

We were there for those first steps as you toured Boston, and now it’s complete!  Congratulations -- and look what else you picked up along the way!  Love from the Boston Bradys -- Beth, Aaron, Julian and Margot

Lynne, your success is an inspiration for others who don’t take the easy path to a PhD.  Your perseverance, despite the challenges, is a lesson for all to “just keep chugging along and you’ll  get there.” Don’t forget 

that just because we finally let you get the degree doesn’t mean you stop being one of my “epi babies.”  Be sure to keep in touch, as I look forward to following your progress.  Hugs! Nancy Colvin

Hi Lynne, CONGRATULATIONS on all your hard work, I am seriously proud of you!!!   love,Bird, Doug and the many children (Dominic, Chase, Cole and Ava)

Hugest Congratulations, Dr. Lynne Arlene Sampson. Through gestation, birth and raising of twins, you have excelled. 

You, our beloved Dr. Lynne Sampson, are now the world’s expert on syphilis in North Carolina jails.   

All love and many hugs, Connie

Congratulations, Dr. Lynne!!!! You have really worked hard and gone through a lot to reach this point. I am so 

very proud of you!!! Good luck and best wishes always!!!  
Love, Aunt Judy

Lynne I am
 so proud of you (and R

obby) for sticking it out for this 

degree through som
e very thick tim

es.  N
ow

 go be happy and m
ake 

som
e dam

n m
oney!! 

Love, M
arty

Congratulations Dr. Sampson!  What a big achievement!  Nobody can ever take away your education and now you are a doctor!! Your friendship means the world to me and it is cherished close to my 

heart.  I am fortunate to have been a part of this journey to your PhD, as it is also what led to our friendship (big smile).  I love you all the way to the moon and back.  xoxo, RachelCongratulations, Dr. Lynnoleum! Few people can brag about getting a PhD in Epidemiology from UNC, while working a fulltime job, 9 months of pregnancy and then raising TWO KIDS!!! Kudos to you, lady! 

Wishing you all the best -- I would’ve loved to attend your defense, but I’ll be out of the country that week.  Lots of love, Piku

Congratulations, Lynne!  Lilie and I are so very proud of you.  We knew you could and would do this.  Now you may not be able to cure the random things Van gets, but at least 

you can figure out where he gets them.    Love, Michael, Lilie, Elizabeth, and William

Congratulations, Lynne! I’m so happy for you having achieved this major accomplishment. Especially after having TWINS! That is very impressive. Kudos to you for your 

drive, commitment, and tenacity. Now, it’s party time! :-) Love,  Nancy Pekar

Hey, Lynne!  Congratulations!  Persistence and lack of sleep pay off!  Way to go, Dr. Poore!   Love and high fives, Lou Edwards

Lynne, “Congratulations and all the best. You truly are a SuperMom in every way!”  Mary Ellen James

You can lose your money, you can lose your husband, but you can 

never lose your doctorate! 
Nancy Jackson

Lynne: N
ow th

at th
e hard part is

 finish
ed I w

ish
 you a happy, enjoyable 

and excitin
g next st

age in
 your E

PI Jo
urney. 

Jay Kratochvil

To D
r. L

ynne,   
W

e knew you co
uld do it!

!!!
 

Love, 
M

om and D
ad
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Dear Lynne, A PhD’s an invisible entity while you’re at work. Other people can’t see the search for and selection of materials, the getting lost, the triumph of finding a map that works 

(or 655 maps that work all at once) the pouring of the foundations, how thrilled you are when you’ve hefted the joists in, the putting up of the walls, brick by everlasting 

brick, the towers and buttresses and the twists of creativity in the decor, all constructed in the hurricane called ‘having a life’. You have built a superstructure, 

now it’s your time to stand back and admire your huge accomplishment. Well done Dr Sampson.  Lots of love, Jennyxx   

Hay Hey Lynne, You've surpassed in excellence, and excelled a long way, along the way, baby! Especially making this accomplishment while caring for 

your two babies, speaking of babies. Congratulations and thank you for helping out the world with your work.  Sincerely, Mr. Fish.

I hope you have a good tim
e at school. 

Love, M
aria

h

Congratulations- you’re finally out of school. 
Love, M

ariss
a

Lynne, We've been privileged to have become friends with you and Robby while you worked on this mammoth effort. We've also happily taken part in many distractions from your work!: late nights 

at rock shows; dinners in far-off lands like Raleigh; sweltering afternoons at demolition derbies; personal tours of the New Mexican countryside. Now, to see you all grow as a family, as you've 

still advanced your work in  public health, has been a pleasure. We're looking forward to much more.  Love, Chris and Ingrid

Dr. Sampson--All best wishes and congratulations! Ada says “yay!” and claps her hands as do her mom and dad.  --Ada, Rachel & Robert

Dr. Lynne, You have always been so amazing to me, having already having saved lives through needle exchange before even starting the wretched ph.d. Much more than I could ever say. Now you’ve got the degree to back up what you already had--smarts, compassion, excellence, thoroughness, a good ole sense of humor, and actually giving a damn about people who haven’t had it so good. I love you to death and wish you every success in the next stage of your life. You are going to continue to rock the world!!  xxoo Love, Sue Hall

Lynne -- Your intelligence, your drive, your honest and real  footsteps on this Earth are a sublime and moving force to those  around you. Yeah, you’re cool!  Congratulations, Love and Respect -- Mitch &  Paula

Welcome to the ranks of PhDs, Doctor.  I can now let you in on a couple of secrets.  If you tell the folks at the coffee house you’re a doctor and give them two four six eight ten twelve 

fourteen sixteen bits, they’ll give you a cup of java.  Also, if you tell the maitre d’ you’re a doctor you will feel important, but he will expect you to save the guy that has a coronary during 

your dinner.  Congratulations and enjoy your perks!  Jim Miller

Dear  Lynne, Congratulations!!  I cannot even fathom the work and dedication it must have taken to get your Ph.D., especially since our sophomore year at UNM 

is somewhat of a blur! :-) I wish you all the best in your career and family life.  Take care!    Rhonda “Woos” Eulenbach-McGee

Well I am thrilled for you Lynne!  I know you have worked hard all these years.  You certainly are a brilliant person.  Congratulations.  Love - P’Nina

dear lynne, "By persisting in your path, though you forfeit the little, you gain the great."  my good friend r w emerson 

and myself want to congratulate you on one of the greatest gains a person can make!!  best, wes

Dear Lynne, Does this mean I need to call you Doc Lynne, now?!  Pretty cool stuff if you ask me!  Your determination to complete your PhD is admirable.  I already 

had many reasons to be proud of you and this is just one more to add to the list!  Congratulations, Lynne.  I love you very much and hope post PhD life is everything 

you want it to be.  I wish you the best in everything you do.  Your Sister, Laura

It was a long time comin' , but it was worth the wait , Lynne's got her PHD!  Man, that's GREAT!!!!  Dave Schmitt

Lynne - CONGRATULATIONS! It’s great that you have gotten to the top of the mountain and planted that dissertation flag. I know it’s been one hell of a herculean feat.  

But now that the PhD is behind you, you can look forward to a couple of benefits, including: 

• when you are really irritated with service at a restaurant, you can always say, “tell ‘em that the Doctor is in the house and she’s not happy! Now, I want that bread and I want it now!”

• regardless of where you end up working, you can now pass off the mindless grunt work with, “well, I think at this point, the project needs some theoretical and conceptual input and it just so happens that my 

PhD focused on a related area so, I’ll gladly cover that angle and leave the mindless grunt....er, I meant important Access database work, to someone else.”

• and with little children who are acting badly, you might try, “Ok little Johnny, that’s Dr. Lynne to you and I did say you needed to clean up your play area or I’ll read 

my abstract to you again!”

Ok - seriously, if you’re at all lik
e me, you’ll find that, while you’re happy for the personal achievement it represents and 

the peer-respect that it brings, the real benefit of getting the PhD, is that now you can get back to 

the living of a NORMAL life with weekends and evenings that are your own. 

Congratulations again!  zach

Félicitations Lynne!  You’ve proven what you’re made.  To quote Greg Lemond  “... if you can achieve something without a struggle it’s not 

going to be satisfying.” I am very happy for you and know that you will always have this big win.  Gros Bisous - Thierry

Lynne, Congratulations!!! I’m sorry to miss your defense, but I’m in New Mexico for the summer.  - Emily Schroeder

C
ongratulations Lynne! W

e’re very proud of you!   

W
arm

est regards, Reuben, D
anielle, Em

ilio and G
racieLy
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Lynne, it has been a tremendous academic, professional (and dare I say emotional!) journey from Albuquerque to Atlanta 

to Chapel Hill! We love you!  Jonathan Poore and Stacy Phillips

D
ear D

r. Sam
pson (but can we still call you Lynne?), Congratulations ~ what 

wonderful news!  W
e are so happy for you.  W

e wish you continued success and 

happiness in everything you do!  

Love, Your Cuz and Fam
ily ~ Perry, M

ichelle,Em
ily, and Alex

Lynne, Congratulations! You’ve worked for years without ever losing sight  of your goal, and that’s no easy feat. You are part of a tradition  that began with the study of the night-soil men 

and their work, and now who knows where your brilliant mind will take you? We’re all proud of you!  Much love, Remy

Lynne, Congratulations on becoming formally and fully  all 'edumucated'!   See, all the hard work was worth it!  
Jim, Michelle, Hunter, and Ayla Gustafson

      Lynne:  Congratulations!  Did you say something years ago about moving back to 

Atlanta once you got your PhD? Ha, we won't hold you to it. But we miss you. WAY TO 

GO!   Love, Glynis & Richard

Lynne - Congratulations is not enough! The sound is somewhere between, "Whew!", and "Ahhhh...."  Much love, uBob, Inez, and Austin

Dear Lynne, I am sorry I can’t say this in person, but CONGRATULATIONS!!!  I hope that this is the first step to a future 

that is intellectually fulfilling and logistically smooth sailing.  Best wishes, Penny    

 p.s. Maybe you should celebrate finishing with a trip to Atlanta???

Big congratulations Dr Lynne from Rupert and Kaoru!  It takes a lot of stamina to complete a PhD, as well as talent, so it must have been good training for having the twins.  Keep learning!

Lynne, I am honored that I will get to call you Dr. Sampson.  I know it has been a long journey but at the end of the day, it is all worth it!  I am proud that you have achieved so much already 

and still have a long career ahead.  Who would have thought that a girl from LA, who used to wear tight white pants and halter tops, watch old school Star Trek on Sunday nights, have a 

college roommate named "Kitty", almost get arrested in Juarez, etc., . would ever get her PhD.  I did!  Love you!  Chris Derrick

Lynne, Congratulations!  We are so proud of you!  Love, Cindy, Dan and Sophie Yeager (and new baby, coming in November)

Good Luck Lynne! You are an inspiration! Your hard work and dedication are amazing! 

Congratulations on this wonderful event. Your balancing of school work and mothering is a 

wonder to behold. We wish the best to you and your family. 
Love, Gilda, Jeremy, Teadora 

and Graciela de la Garza-Crouch

B is for “Bravo”; I is for “In it for the long haul”; O is for “Oh. you go girl”; V is for “Victory (with 2 fingers showing the victory/

peace sign)”; A is for “A Doctor in the house”; R is for “Really Rad”; G is for “GOOD, GREAT & GAD - she is done!!! 

What does it spell? BIOVARG 246-8274  Betsy and Bob
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Dr. Sampson, Congratulations on the birth of your PhD. We know that the long gestation period was worth it. We're happy that your degree is now safe and sound. Take some time to adjust 

to your new life, a life without the pejorative label ABD, a life of love, adventure, and snacks. Then consider a career at the CDC.    Love, Karen and Drew

Congratulations, Lynne!  You sure took your time on this, but as long as you were having fun...  Of course, you do seem to do your best work only after thinking long and hard and 
facing a deadline - I recall an 11 PM call from a certain star student looking for last-minute help with an analysis that ended up completely redone in about a day.  Have a well-deserved 
rest, knock back a beer (or three), and good luck with wherever your career leads.  Cheers - Larry

dearest lynne --eleven years ago -- give or take a few months -- was when we first met.  you, deciding whether to come to UNC to earn your PhD; me, trying 

to be diplomatic.  it is without hesitation that i say you made the right choice!  i know these many years have had their stressful moments, but let me add 

also, they have been fantastic. and here you are....on the other side of it all -- dr. sampson!  i am so incredibly proud of you -- of all of us, really - who made it 

through this program.  our dissertation group was a saving grace, and as you finish, it brings us to the end of an era; an amazing, funny, 

tiring, challenging, exhausting, changing, amusing, and of course, because we will never forget, sorrowful, era.  so -- 

to my brilliant & beautiful friend -- i wish you luck in your future endevours as  dr. sampson.  & 
good luck with the caffeine withdrawal!   all my love,   ~m.
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Phew
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nally! :) C
ongratulations!  

Logan

Congratulations Lynne! W
hat a wonderful 

accomplishment!  
Brent Granere
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Well done Lynne! Getting your PhD is a HUGE accomplishment...especially considering all the 
distractions you've had to overcome along the way: work, kids, Robby...  Andrew Allen
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Thanks for coining the phrase “P=PhD” - it’s gone a long way for keeping life in perspective for me.  PhD = Phinally done!  Congratulations Lynne!  We’re so proud of you!  Dionne & Family!

Congratulations Lynne!!! You were the smart one!  We wish we would have 

found a way to spend more years in Chapel Hill. We are so happy and proud of you.   

Love the Millers (Eric, Cheryl, Maddie and Dason).
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Lynne, In the immortal words of the Bad Brains, "Tried to see if I'll give up, But there wasn't any luck, It's a fact, a fact of life, 

That's the game, game of strife everything is all in stride, So I'm sailing, yeah I'm sailing on, I'm moving, yeah I'm moving on, Sail on, 

sail on, sail on, sail on"  Glad to see you sail on to the next phase of your life.  Love, Claire

Dr. Mrs. Madam Lynne Sampson: ‘Congratulations’ does not quite have the impact that this momentous occasion deserves.  You have worked tirelessly for 

many years to achieve the sheepskin hanging on your wall and the world is a better place because of your determination and commitment.  All the best to you 

in your life’s journey both professionally and as a mother.  Love, Chris N Triplett & David G Lowe

Dr. Sampson - Congratulations and welcome (back) to your LIFE! It (and we) have missed you. Looking forward to social outings with you and Robby, both with and 

without the kids. Won’t they one day soon just play amongst themselves? Together we have almost a complete starting 5!  All the best, Annie.
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Congratulations Lynne!  W
hat a 

long road to travel, but I’m
 glad the 

journey is nearing it’s end.  Now you 

can begin a new one... G
ood luck Dr. 

Sam
pson!  
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w
ay to go Lynne! 

 

big congratulations 
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Glad you got it done before you hit retirement! 
Greg Pirkl

 C
ongratulations, aft

er all that w
ork you are fi

nally a germ
 doctor. 

A
ll those germ

s are now
 going to be scared, 

Love, IsabelleH
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Seems like just the other day we were silly undergrads, and now just look at you! Very proud of you Dr. Lynnebo!  -Greg, Cheryl, Lily, Anders


